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From the 30th of September to the 2nd of 
October 2005 (the NSW long weekend), on 
the border of NSW and Queensland ‘where 
the squiggly bit goes straight’, the inaugural 
Mungindi Music Festival will be held. It’s 
one of the fl agship events on the 2005 ‘Music. 
Play for Life’ calendar and exemplifi es the 
campaign’s aim to highlight and promote 

community music-making.
“The idea is that musicians from schools 

and community groups all over Australia 
congregate in the rural speck that is 
Mungindi, for a weekend of unbridled music-
making,” says Mark Walton (who received a 
2005 Australia Day honour for his services to 
community music). 

“It’s a celebration of music-making and 
music teaching to which bands, choirs and 
other groups from all over Australia are 
invited to perform. Basically, if you can get 
there, you’re on the program. Let’s raise 
every tin roof in Mungindi!”

“Mungindi is on the NSW/Queensland 
border, where the Barwon River stops being 
the border and the 29th Parallel takes over. 
Mungindi still has the One Ton Post that the 
surveyor Cameron (of Cameron’s Corner 
fame) put there. Because the town of Mungindi 
is on both sides of the border it is the only town 
in Australia cut by a time zone in summer. 
Mungindi is part of the richest agricultural 

In the last issue of Music Forum, we introduced you to Amanda 
Armstrong, the Melbourne music lover and Jeff Buckley fan 
who put her energy behind ‘Music. Play for Life’, became a 
fi rst-time concert promoter and purchased guitars for four 
local schools with the proceeds, so that worthy students can 
continue their music making journey.

Amanda made the campaign the recipient of her fundraising efforts because she loves 
music and wanted to be able to do something to light the musical spark for some local 
young people who otherwise might not have access to high quality instruments.

We are delighted to report that the guitars are now being lovingly and 
enthusiastically played by their custodians – four Melbourne schoolgirls (yes, every 
school nominated a girl!). 

The four recipient schools and ‘custodian’ students were presented their guitars at a 
handover event at the aMuse offi ces in Melbourne. They are:
Chelsea Turner, year 8, Thomastown Secondary College; 
Patricia Pesamino, year 10, Braybrook College; 
Jessica Brown, year 11, Doveton Secondary College and 
Riyani Lowen, grade 6, Narre Warren P-12.
Congratulations to them all.

The handover was covered by the local papers for each of the four schools, with 
some great, supportive coverage for the campaign. 

We will keep you up to date with the girls’ progress as well as Amanda 
Armstrong’s plans to extend the fundraising program next year. Stay tuned for all 
the gig notices!

Jeff Buckley legacy 
inspires guitars for Melbourne schools

Mungindi calls…
Under the stewardship of two incomparable community music 
advocates, Mark Walton (Sydney Con) and national treasure, Don 
Burrows, a very special music festival is waving the ‘Music. Play for 
Life’ banner – and calling for community and school musicians: bands; 
choirs; orchestras and individuals, to perform. 

‘Patricia Pesamino (front) with (l-r) Chelsea Turner, Riyani 
Lowen and Jessica Brown.
Photo: Scott McNaughton. Courtesy Fairfax Community 
Newspapers’
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